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Knighton  Urban  District 


Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1 937. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1937 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area — 3,664  Acres. 

Population  (1931  Census)  1,836.  Estimate  for  the  year  1937 — 1,746. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books — 501. 

Rateable  Value — £11,294 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate — £44/12/9. 

The  Social  Conditions  are  those  of  a Market  Town  serving  a wide  Agricultural  District 
with  large  Sheep  and  Cattle  Auction  Sales. 

There  is  not  a high  percentage  of  unemployed  persons. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

r 

Legitimate 

25 

10 

15 

1 

/ 

Birth  Rate 

Live  Births  J 

per  1000  estimated  resident 

1 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

population  160 

Still  Births 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still  births)  66'6 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1000 

Deaths 

28 

14 

14 

estimated 

1 

resident  population  16  0 

Deaths  from  Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Pregnancy 

1 

From  Sepsis  0 

or  child  birth 

/ 

From  other  causes  0 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year — 

All  infants,  per  1000  live  births 
Legitimate,  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate,  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages 
Deaths  from  Whooping-cough,  all  ages 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Nursing  in  the  Home — 

(a)  General  Nursing.  There  is  a District  Nurse  working  under  the  Knighton  District 
Nursing  Association.  This  Association  is  supported  by  Subscriptions  and  Local 
Charities,  and  receives  a grant  from  the  County  Council.  This  Nurse  is  avail- 
able to  any  home  in  the  district  if  required. 

(b)  Nursing  of  Infectious  Diseases.  No  special  provision  made. 

Midwives — Number  practising  in  this  area  - One  (the  District  Nurse). 

Laboratory  Facilities — Clinical  Material  is  sent  for  examination  to  the  Clinical  Research 
Association,  London,  except  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis,  when  the  King  Edward  VII. 
Memorial  Association  makes  the  examination. 

Wessermann  Tests  at  the  University  of  Birmingham  Laboratories  ; 

Milk  and  Foodstuffs  are  examined  at  the  University  College  of  Wales,  Aberystwyth. 
Analyses  of  water  are  made  at  the  discretion  of  the  local  authority. 

Legislation  in  Force — 

The  whole  of  the  1890  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  was  brought  into  force 
on  1st  December,  1923.  Local  Byelaws  have  been  in  force  since  1881. 


2. 

3. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


5.  Hospitals — 

General,  Medical  and  Surgical,  Llandrindod  Wells,  Radnorshire  County  Hospital. 
Shrewsbury,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary. 

Maternity — Llandrindod  Wells,  Radnorshire  County  Hospital. 

Venereal  Diseases  — Hereford,  Clinic  and  Wards  at  Union  Workhouse. 

Tuberculosis-The  vast  system  of  Sanatoria  administered  by  the  King  Edward  VII 
Welsh  Memorial  Association  is  available. 

Mental — Talgaith,  Brecon  and  Radnor  County  Asylum.  Early  or  doubtful  cases 
of  Mental  disease  can  be  seen  on  appointment  by  the  Medical  Superintendent 
of  the  Talgarth  Mental  Hospital,  either  at  their  own  homes  or  at  the  Hospital. 

In  the  former  circumstances  a fee  of  two  guineas  is  charged. 

Orthopaedic— Oswestry,  Salop  ; Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — Shrewsbury:  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  Hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever — Berrington  Hospital,  Shrewsbury  ; Hereford  General  Hospital. 

Chronic  Sick — Knighton  : Public  Assistance  Infirmary. 

Infectious  Diseases — Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Shrewsbury  and 
Atcham  Joint  Hospital  Board  whereby  a number  of  Beds  are  available  for 
cases  of  Infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  Urban  District.  The  arrangement 
includes  ambulance  service. 

The  Hospitals  are  widely  used  and  successfully  meet  the  demands  of  the  area. 

None  of  the  above  Institutions  are  controlled  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  the  Knighton 
Urban  District  Council  subscribes  annually  to  most  of  them,  and  local  Charitable  efforts 
result  in  the  collection  and  forwarding  of  comparatively  large  sums  towards  their  upkeep. 

(i.  Maternity  Homes  and  Nursing  Homes.  None  in  the  District. 

7.  There  are  no  changes  in  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless 

children  ; they  are  admitted,  if  necessary,  to  Knighton  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

8.  Ambulance  Facilities.  With  the  exception  of  cases  to  Llandrindod  Wells,  all  urgencies  are 

laKen  i,o  liospiial  by  private  vehicle,  but  the  Ambulance  at  Llandrindod  Wells  Hospital 
is  available 

9.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  There  is  a Child  Welfare  Clinic  held  once  a month  at  the 

rSctiDols,  Knighton,  ^chool  examinations  are  made  regularly  by  the  County  Council 
.Medical  Officer,  and  the  District  Nnise  examines  the  children  every  two  months  for 
contagions  and  infectious  diseases. 

Dental  and  Eye  Clinics  for  the  children  are  held  at  the  Schools. 

An  Orthopaslic  Clinic  is  held  at  intervals  at  Llandrindod  Wells,  under  County  Council 
arrangement.  The  Local  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  twice  a month  at  the  practitioners’ 
surgeries  where  he  sees  cases  referred  to  him,  and  visits  their  homes  when  required. 

Venereal  Disease  cases  can  be  sent  to  the  Clinic  held  at  the  Hereford  Union  Workhouse. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — Cwmifor  Water  supply.  A Chamber  has  been  built  round  the  spring  from  which 
this  supply  is  drawn  and  the  pipe  line  has  been  relaid  with  jointed  pipes  from  the  source  to  the 
reservoir. 

All  houses  in  Kinsley  Road  in  the  adjoining  parish  of  Stowe,  are  now  supplied  with  water 
from  the  Council’s  mains. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Since  operation  of  the  new  Sewage  works  there  have  been  no 
complaints  regarding  river  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — The  whole  of  the  town’s  sewerage  is  discharged  into  a detritus  tank 
where  it  passes  via  sedimentation  tank  and  bacteria  beds  to  the  river. 

A new  Sewer  has  been  built  connecting  the  houses  built  in  Garth  Road  with  the  sewer  in 
Tildas  Place.  This  new  sewer  passes  across  approximately  7^  acres  of  potential  building  land. 

Closet  Accommodation.  — With  the  exception  of  about  six  dry  closets,  which  are  under  the 
care  of  the  owners,  the  closets  throughout  the  town  are  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

Closet  accommodation  on  the  Fair  Ground  during  the  May  Fair  has  been  attended  to. 

Scavenging. — Collection  and  disposal  are  satisfactory.  An  efficient  type  of  Destructor  has 
been  installed  outside  the  town  and  is  now  in  use. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Change  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  —Mr.  C H.  Fowler,  a.r.s.i  ,,  was  appointed  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  place  of  Mr.  Phillips  (resigned),  and  commenced  his  duties  on  1st  February,  1937. 

A record  of  tho  work  of  the  Sanitar}^  Inspector  is  attached  — 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections  in  year.  Number  1180.  Nature  (see  Summary  attached.) 

(b)  Number  of  Notices  served  in  the  year.  i.  Statutory  Nil.  ii.  Informal  82. 

Smoke  Abatement— No  Smoke  Nuisance. 

Premises  and  Occupation  which  can  be  Controlled  by  Byelaws  or  Regulations  — 

There  is  one  lodging  house  which  is  inspected  at  intervals. 

Schools  — The  Sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  School  are  satisfactory. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928  —No  premises  in  the  area  which  come  under  the  Acts. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

T Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  180 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  240 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations,  1925  ..  ...  160 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  160 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (excluding  those  referred  to  under  the 
proceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  10 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  2 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a) . — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  .Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b) . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices — • 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  Nil 

(c) . — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  . . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  Nil 

(d) . — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  19.30  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  ..Nil 

(e) . — Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  ..  Nil 

(f,'. — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1928  Nil 


c 


4.  Housing  Act,  1935  — Overcrowding. 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  7 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  7 

(iii}  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  40 

(bj. — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ...  Nil 

(c) . — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  its 
abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Overcrowding — Houses  are  being  erected  on  the  Frydd  Road  site  and  will  be  ready  for 
occupation  in  1938. 

Slum  Clearance — I'lie  Council  have  demolished  the  area  known  as  Childs  Alley  consisting 
of  I 1 houses.  New  houses  have  been  built  and  are  now  occupied.  There  is  a definite  shortage  of 
houses  in  the  I'own  and  in  addition  to  the  Council  schemes  for  slum  clearance  and  overcrowding  it 
would  be  advisable  to  encourage  local  enterprise. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  — Farms  and  dairies  are  periodically  inspected  and  the  necessary  alterations 
duly  carried  out.  Samples  of  milk  are  taken  periodically  and  submitted  to  a sediment  test. 

Of  eight  samples  of  milk  taken  for  testing  in  1937  five  were  unsatisfactory,  showing  heavy 
contamination  with  B coli.  This  indicates  that  greater  cleanliness  is  needed  in  regard  to  cows, 
sheds  and  milking  utensils. 

A few  cases  of  farm  employees  milking  or  delivering  milk  when  suffering  from  septic  trouble 
on  the  fingers  have  come  to  the  notice  of  the  M.O.H.  during  the  year.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly 
emphasized  that  it  is  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  community  to  permit  any  person  suffering  from 
sepsis  of  the  ears,  nose,  throat  or  skin  to  have  any  part  in  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  purveyor  supplies  a graded  or  certified  tubercle  free  milk. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods — The  slaughter  houses  are  periodically  inspected  and  notices  regu- 
larly rendered  of  slaughter.  Carcases  and  organs  are  inspected  immediately  after  slaughtering. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding  Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

121 

32 

41 

512 

146 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

108 

32 

38 

480 

146 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

livers 

livers  & lungs 

or  organ  was  condemned. 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

14 

10 

(c)  Adulteration,  etc. — There  have  been  no  complaints 

under  this  head. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. — 
since  1932. 

There  have 

been  no 

examinations 

(e)  Nutrition— Rickets  and  deficiency  diseases  are  practically  unknown  in  the  district  ; the 
quality  of  food  consumed  is  good.  It  is  not  felt  that  any  special  dissemination  of  knowledge  with 
regard  to  food  values  is  required. 

Inspections  of  food  are  conscientiously  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  general  health  of  the  Town  has  been  good,  there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  notifiable 
diseases  and  in  consequence  the  Dick  and  Shick  Tests  have  not  been  utilized,  nor  have  artificial 
methods  of  immunization  against  Diptheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  been  tried  on  a large  scale. 

A few  children  in  private  practise  have  been  immunized  against  Diphtheria  by  two  injections 
of  A.P.T.  and  the  impression  is  received  that  this  protection  would  be  frequently  requested  if  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  public. 

No  Vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public 
Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Four  deaths  from  Carcinoma  are  recorded,  one  male  and  three  females. 


Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  1937. 


Disease  Total  Cases  notified. 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Diptheria 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

0 

Other  Diseases  generally  notifiable 

1* 

0 

0 

Other  Diseases  notifiable  locally  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum — No  cases  were 

notified  or  treated. 

* Erysipelas. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Period.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

1 

* Includes  one  person  aged  21  years  admitted  to  Offas  Lodge. 

This  case  is  also  included  in  deaths  from  pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


0 0 

1 0 

5 0 

10  0 

15  1 

20  *2 

25  I 

35  0 

45  0 

55  0 

65  and  upwards  0 


Total 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  H.  H.  BOOTH. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


OF  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  KNIGHTON,  RADNORSHIRE. 
For  the  Year  ended  Slst  December,  1937. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  420 

Notices  issued — Informal  ...  46 

„ Statutory  ...  Nil 

Legal  Proceedings  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Visits  re  Nuisances  ...  110 

„ New  Dwelling-houses  ...  9 

,,  Houses  Improved  under  the 

Rural  Workers  Act  (1926)  2 

„ Visits  re  Works  in  progress  116 

„ Complaints  investigated  71 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  64 


STABLES  AND  PIGGERIES. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  12 

„ Notices  served  ...  Nil 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  Registered  ...  1 

,,  of  Inspections  ..  14 

,,  of  Notices  served  ...  1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Adequate  and  satisfactory. 

Number  connected  to  Main  Supply  12 

„ Tests  for  Analysis  ...  4 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Number  Registered  or  Licensed  ...  4 

,,  of  Inspections  ...  208 

Condemned  Meat  or  Organs  ...  Nil 

MEAT  AND  FISH  SHOPS. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  200 

Volunjtary  surrender  of  Diseased  Meat  82  lbs. 
„ ,,  of  Condemned  Fish  62  lbs. 

• 

PROVISION  STORES. 


Number  of  Inspections  ...  20 

Voluntary  surrender  of  unsound  food 

chiefly  tinned  goods  ...  51  lbs. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  16 

„ Notices  served  ...  2 

,,  Registered  ...  4 

WORKSHOPS. 

Number  Registered  ...  10 

,,  of  Inspections  ...  20 

,,  Notices  ...  Nil 

COWSHEDS. 

Number  of  Persons  registered  ...  3.3 

,,  Inspections  ...  99 

,,  Notices  served  ...  33 

,,  Milk  Tests  (sediment)  ...  Nil 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  Cases  ...  Nil 

,,  Houses  Disinfected  by  fumigation  3 
Bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  . . Nil 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

Number  laid  or  re-laid  ...  12 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Number  Improved  or  Repaired  ...  16 

SCHOOLS  ( C.  of  E.) 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  8 

Notices  served  ...  Nil 

THE  KENNELS  and  KNACKER’S  YARD. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  41 

„ Notices  served  ..  Nil 

POOR  LAW  INSTITUTION. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  4 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  and  INSTITUTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  14 

,,  Notices  served  ...  Nil 

Cases  of  Fumigation  ...  Nil 

WAREHOUSES. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  6 

,,  Notices  served  ...  Nil 


Total  number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  made,  1,180. 


C.  H.  FOWLER,  A.R  S.l.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


